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which will be directly under the Department. The preparation of statistics is controlled by a Director-General of Commercial Intelligence, who has still more important functions as an intermediary between the Department and the mercantile public. Other functions directly connected with trade are the administration of the Merchandise Marks Act for the protection of trade marks and descriptions, and the various Merchant Shipping Acts. The branches transferred from the old Public Works Department include telegraphs and collieries. The Telegraph service is an Imperial department, managed by a Director-General directly subordinate to the Commerce and Industry Department. The Revenue and Agriculture Department has made over to it all labour questions, including the regulation of emigration to foreign countries and to the tea districts of Assam ; the control of the expert mining staff, which provides for the inspection of mines and secures due compliance with the requirements of the law in regard to their working and the safety of the miners; matters relating to geological inquiries, economic products and arts; and the administration of the Patents office.
The Legislative I )epartment, which may be said to cor- The Legis-respond to some extent with the office of the Parliamentary JoSlJrt. Counsel in England, is responsible for ail matters connected meat with the conduct of legislation in the Council of the Governor-General, including the drafting of enactments and the publication and revision of the statute book, and through it legislation in the Councils of the Local Governments is supervised and guided.    It assists the other I >epartments of the Government of India with advice on questions of legal construction and principle, and it has to be consulted before any statutory rules having the force of law are issued.
Since 1905, all business connected with Public Works (ex-The Public eluding railways) has been dealt with by a Secretary under the ^Or5tst member in charge of Revenue and Agriculture.   The superior meit " engineering establishment is divided into two services, Imperial and Provincial.   The former has hitherto been recruited mainly from the Royal Indian Engineering College at Cooper's Hill and from the corps of Royal Engineers; the latter from the Roorkee and other engineering colleges in India and from the upper subordinate staff*  The establishment employed on irrigation, and on buildings and roads (including miscellaneous works), is subdivided by Provinces and is under the Local Govemme&ts* The main roads are usually in charge of the Provincial Public Works departments, and local roads are made and replied by